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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To efficiently execute a desired retrieval by 
utilizing history information related to the retrieval. 
CONSTITUTION: In the retrieving device 1 for holding a 
retrieval condition and a retrieval result, and utilizing the 
corresponding retrieval result as a retrieval result of a 
retrieval instruction with, respect to the retrieval 
instruction of the recorded retrieval condition, this device 
is provided with a variation detecting means 12A for 
detecting a variation of the contents of a retrieval object, 
and a retrieval result updating means 12B for updating 
the retrieval result held in accordance with the detection 
by the variation detecting means 12A and reflecting the 
variation, and the variation detecting means 12A detects 
a variation prior to utilization of the retrieval result, and 
also, executes a periodical detection. Also, in the method for holding the retrieval condition 
and the retrieval result, and reutilizing the retrieval result corresponding to the retrieval 
instruction of the recorded retrieval condition as the retrieval result of the retrieval instruction, 
this method contains a variation detecting procedure for detecting a variation of the contents 
of the retrieval object, and a procedure for updating the retrieval result held in accordance 
with the detection by the variation detecting means 12A and reflecting the variation. 
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